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correspondence with the others. Their plans had not
taken any definite shape; but they were ready for any
sacrifice and service, and they were rilled with wrath
against the insolence of those who thought that the
Church was given over into their hands, and against
the apathy and cowardice of those who let her enemies
have their way. Yet with much impatience and many
stern determinations in their hearts, they were all of
them men to be swayed by the judgment and experience
of their friends.

The state of mind under which the four friends met
at the Hadleigh conference has been very distinctly
and deliberately recorded by all of them. Churchmen
in our days hardly realise what the face of things then
looked like to men who, if they felt deeply, were no
mere fanatics or alarmists, but sober and sagacious
observers, not affected by mere cries, but seeing
clearly beneath the surface of things their certain
and powerful tendencies. " We felt ourselves," writes
Mr. Palmer some years afterwards,1 "assailed by
enemies from without and foes within. Our Prelates
insulted and threatened by Ministers of State. In
Ireland ten bishoprics suppressed. We were advised
to feel thankful that a more sweeping measure had not
been adopted. What was to come next ? . . . Was
the same principle of concession to popular clamour
. . to be exemplified in the dismemberment of the

1 A'arratiifc of Eventx connected with the publication of Tracts
for the Times, by W. Pal HUT (published 1843, repu Wished 1883),,
pp. 96-100 (abridged).